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STWPP^ STREP PER ' MORE PARTICULARLY DESIGNED FOR SELECTIVE VINE LEAF 
Amendment A: CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

Claims 1 - 29 (canceled). Please cancel Claims 1 - 29 and substitute Claims 30 - 58 therefor 
as follows: 

30. (new) An apparatus for selective leaf stripping of a vine, the apparatus 

comprising: 

at least one stripping head having a drum, said drum having a cylindrical side 

wall; 

a means for rotating said drum about a generally vertical axis, said means for 
rotating cooperative with the stripping head; 

an aspirating means positioned on the stripping head for flowing air through 
said cylindrical side wall of said drum; 

a channeling means cooperative with said drum for channeling the air flow 
through a varying portion of said side wall of said drum; and 

a cutting means positioned adjacent to said side wall of said drum, said cutting 
means for stripping leaves, said cutting means extending in generally parallel relation to said vertical 
axis about which said drum rotates, said cylindrical side wall being formed of a flexible and 
deformable material that is permeable so as to allow the air flow to pass therethrough. 



31. (new) The apparatus of Claim 30, said flexible and deformable material of said 
cylindrical side wall being of a metallic fabric material. 

32. (new) The apparatus of Claim 30, further comprising: 

a vehicle having the stripping head thereon, said vehicle having a speed of 
movement during operation, said drum being rotated by said means for rotating so as to have a 
tangential rotational speed at least equal to said speed of movement. 

33. (new) The apparatus of Claim 30, said drum having a circular upper end and a 
circular lower end, said cylindrical side wall being affixed to said upper and lower ends. 

34. (new) The apparatus of Claim 33, said circular upper end suspending said 
cylindrical side wall therefrom. 

35. (new) The apparatus of Claim 30, further comprising: 

a tensioning means connected to said cylindrical side wall for tensioning said 

side wall vertically. 

36. (new) The apparatus of Claim 35, said drum having a lower axle of rotation, said 
tensioning means comprising: 

a spring extending around said lower axle of rotation so as to act in 
compression against a lower part of said drum. 

37. (new) The apparatus of Claim 30, further comprising: 

a leaf pulling means arranged parallel to said vertical axis, said leaf pulling 
means for pulling on leaves passing thereinto, said leaf pulling means positioned adjacent to said 
cutting means. 
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38. (new) The apparatus of Claim 37, said leaf pulling means comprising a rotating 
feeder coupled to a rotating guide. 

39. (new) The apparatus of Claim 37, said leaf pulling means positioned adjacent to 
said cylindrical side wall of said drum. 

40. (new) The apparatus of Claim 38, said rotating feeder comprising: 

an axle having flexible vertical blades affixed thereto and extending 

therefrom. 

41. (new) The apparatus of Claim 38, said rotating feeder comprising a brush. 

42. (new) The apparatus of Claim 38, said drum rotated at a tangential speed, said 
rotating feeder having a tangential speed at least equal to the tangential speed of said drum. 

43. (new) The apparatus of Claim 30, further comprising: 

a comb arranged in parallel to and in front of said cutting means. 

44. (new) The apparatus of Claim 30, said cutting means positioned behind a 
diametrical plane of said drum and oriented perpendicular to a desired movement axis of the 
stripping head. 

45. (new) The apparatus of Claim 30, said channeling means comprising a plurality 
of vertical portions defining an aspirating opening for said means for aspirating, said plurality of 
vertical portions positioned adjacent an internal surface of said cylindrical side wall of said drum, 
said plurality of vertical portions being formed of a flexible impermeable material. 

46. (new) The apparatus of Claim 45, said channeling means comprising an 
impermeable cloth affixed over said plurality of vertical portions. 
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47. (new) The apparatus of Claim 30, said cutting means comprising a vertical cutting 
bar oriented at a 45 0 angle with a radius of said drum extending to a cutting edge of said cutting bar. 

48. (new) The apparatus of Claim 30, said means for rotating comprising: 

a vertical roller motor positioned outside said drum; and 

at least one vertical counter-contact roller positioned within said drum, said 

cylindrical side wall of said drum being pinched between said vertical roller motor and the counter- 

contact roller. 

49. (new) The apparatus of Claim 30, said means for rotating comprising: 

a vertical roller motor positioned outside said drum; and 
a pair of counter-contact rollers having parallel axes, said pair of counter- 
contact rollers positioned within said drum and pivotable around a vertical axle, said cylindrical side 
wall of said drum being pinched between said vertical roller motor and said pair of counter-contact 
roller. 

50. (new) The apparatus of Claim 48, said means for rotating further comprising: 

a common motor drivingly connected to said drum. 

5 1 . (new) The apparatus of Claim 50, said common motor being a hydraulic motor 
drivingly connected to a eccentric having a connecting rod coupled to an upper end of said cutting 
means. 

52. (new) The apparatus of Claim 48, said at least one counter-contact roller being 
urged by an elastic pushing mechanism so as to be maintained under pressure against an internal 
surface of said cylindrical side wall. 

53. (new) The apparatus of Claim 30, the stripping head being suspended on a carrier 



